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Abstract:

This study aims to uncover what Ibn Battuta silenced in his travelogue Tuhfat

al-Nuzzar, through a critical rereading of the text that interrogates its silences and
interprets what remains unspoken, thereby shedding light on the physical and
psychological suffering of enslaved people. The study addresses five themes: the
ordeal of forced displacement, the anguish of a stolen identity, the suffering of
motherhood during travel, the ideology of language through which Ibn Battuta
described enslaved people in terms of ownership rather than humanity, and finally
the strategies of recovery and resistance that the enslaved devised, including
escape, religious devotion, song, and everyday acts of defiance. The study
concludes that enslaved people were not merely passive victims, but active agents
in confronting their exhaustion, and that Ibn Battuta's travelogue remains a

historical document that speaks more through its silences than through its words.
Keywords: the weary body; Ibn Battuta; enslaved people; Recuperation.
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