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Abstract

This study examines the conceptions of death and the afterlife in medieval
Islamic philosophy through an analysis of selected works by Muslim philosophers
who sought to address this issue. The study begins from the premise that, although
death is a biological reality, its meanings vary according to cultural and social
contexts. It also explores representations of death in Arab-Islamic culture in its
various manifestations before moving to the philosophical approach.

The study shows that most Islamic philosophers regarded death as the
separation of the soul from the body rather than absolute annihilation, with some
distinguishing between “natural death” and “voluntary death,” the latter being
associated with the cultivation of virtues and the restraint of desires. It further
highlights the diversity of their views regarding the afterlife, ranging from the
annihilation of certain souls to the immortality of others, with the concept of
resurrection clearly present. The study concludes that Islamic philosophy sought
to provide an analytical vision of death and alleviate the fear associated with it;
however, its influence remained largely confined to elite circles, with the
interaction between Greek and Islamic legacies continuing to shape these
conceptions.

Keywords: Death; Afterlife; Islamic Philosophy; Soul; Resurrection;

Immortality.
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